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UNACCOUNTABLE ABSURDITIES. 
Casting my eyes, lately, on a certain 
publication, I was confounded in reading 


the doings of the people in a certain dis- , 


It! 


trict in this state, on the electoral bill. 
appeared to be the decision of the majority 
to petition the Assembly not to pass said 
bill. 

It immediately occurred to my mind to 
ask, what, are the people themselves be- 


; ‘ t 
come opposed to their cwa rights, their | 


own privileges, and their own happiness ? 
Are they not only willing to have the ines- 
timable privilege of the elective franchise 
taken away, but must they petition for the 
privation ? Must this be their request, their 
prayer to the Legislature? Astonishing 
absurdity !/ Shall the blessings of free- 


dom and the privileges of freemen, for | 
‘greatest abomination 


which so much blood and treasure were 
spent ; for which our fathers bled and died; 
shall these be given up, not by our consent 
only, but at our request and solicitation ? 
Ts not this a lamentation, and ought it not 
to be such to the latest generation? My 
mind was led to contemplate man as a ra- 
tional being, possessed of certain inaliena- 
ble rights, which constitute the equal rights 
of all men as God’s good gift; and that 
these rights have been taken away, in ma- 
ny instances, and voluntarily give up in 
others. Our pity and sympathy are exci- 
ted, when we see the liberties of men taken 
away vi et armis, by force and arms 3 but 


what shall we say, when men give away. 


the blessings most dear, and those ih which 
their liberties are concentrated ? It is said 
of Issachar, that he is a strong Ass, couch- 


ing down between two burdens: And he | 


saw that rest was good, and the Lord, that 
it was pleasant; and he bowed his shoul- 
der to bear, and becomes servant to tribute. 
Gen. xlix. 14,15. Thas, in all ages, the 
great mass of mankind have inclined to 
come under bondage ; preferring their rest 
and ease as much as may be wader bond- 
age, to that manly fortitude and independ- 
ence, by which their liberties are secured. 

This baseness, (as it ought to be termed) 
reminds me of Cicero’s expression, when 
‘he liberties of Rome were abaseds; © lib- 


lerace of God into wantonness, nor build 


rertas, O sonitus, quandam delecta onini 
'Romano, nuonx rejecta!!! O liberty, O 
. sound, once delightful to every Roman now 
rejected!!! Nothing can better apply to 
men of the above description, or to thuse, 
‘who willingly give up their inherent and 
‘ inalienable rights, than the woids of David 
in the xciv Psalm, 8. Understand ye bru- 
‘tish among the people and ye fools, when 
will ve be wise ? 

As in the case of civil freedom, and the 
privileges, which the God of nature has be- 
gueathed to all mankind, that they are and 
always have been abused; equally so have 
the far greater blessings of that rich inher- 
itance of eternal life in heaven, which God 
has made inalienable to the human family, 
been abused and rejected. 

What is ig that is condemned as the 
It is this, that God 


y 
n 


is geod unto all, and that he has given ¢ 
ternal life to all men in Christ, and ma 
sure to us by his own promise and cath. 
This is (even men being judges) the great 
est abomination that ever was advaiic: 
Thus we see the gospel rejected as a som 
of eternal life, and the Iaw substituted, 
which never did give life, nor ever can— 
Mount Zion is rejected, with all its certain 
blessings 3 while mount Sinai, with all its 
menaces and terrors is embraced. 

Why is it that the law is preached as a 
condition of life, while life and immortality 
brought to light in the gospel, made sure to 
every man, are rejected with disdain ? 

The giving up the liberty wherewith 
Christ has made us free, and feeding upon 


“AQ 


‘the husks of conditions by us performed, 


and the law as the ground of hope 3 exhib- 
its that same unaccountable inconsistency, 
which has always characterised mankind, 
while bondage was preferred to freedom, 
darkness to light, and law to gospel. “ Ye 
fools when will ye be wise?” But thanks 
to cur creator, the eyes of man are open- 
ing; many do see, and others are begin- 
‘ning to see their former great mistakes.— 
|May the time soon come when men may 
‘rightly appreciate the blessings both of civ- 
iil and religicus freedom, and not turn the 
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their hope of heaven on the spider’s webb. 
E:piror. 


-———— 


RAINBOW. 
The rainbow, orbow, is a parti-colored 


arch or semicircle, exhibited in the face of 


a rainy cloud opposite the sun, by the re- 
fraction of his rays in the drops of falling 
water. Sir Isaac Newton observes, that 
the rainbow never appears but where it 
rains in the sun-shine ; and it may be rep- 
resented artificially by contriving water to 
fall in little drops like rain through which 
the sun shining exhibits a bow to a specta- 
tor placed between the sun and the drops, 
especially if a dark body, as black cloth, 
be placed beyond the drops. The rain- 
bow, which for ages was considered as a 
miraculous production, is now known to be 
the product of natural causes ; effected by 
the refraction and reflection of the sun- 
peams on the falling drops of water. All 
the colors in nature, are nothing more than 
this refraction and reflection ; the different 
angles of this reflection cause the different 
colors. Thus with one drop of dew on the 
grass, the experiment may be tried, when 
allthe colors in nature may be seen in the 
same drop by changing your position and 
viewing the crop under different angles. 

The eye, which sees the rainbow, is al- 
avs in the centre of that bow, and hence 
the declaration is spfe, that he, who can 

o to one end of a rainbow will find a log 
of Gold; meaning that it is impossible. 

Some have supposed that there was no 
rainbow before the flood, and that as a to- 
ken of God’s determination never more to 
drown the world by the waters of a flood, 
he made the bow and set it in the heavens 
as something new and miraculous; and 
they have built their opinion on Gen. ix. 13, 
I do set my bow, in the cloud, §c. But 
the original is this, I do constitute or ap- 
point my bow in the cloud, &c. which con- 
stitution or appointment supposes the exis- 
tence of the bow and Noali’s acquaintance 
with it before the flood. 

The objections, which we make against 
the creation of the rainbow immediately 
after the flood, are, first, that it would be 
a new creation; whereas, we are taught 


that God created all things in the space of 


six days. Gen. ii. 1. 

Secondly, our observation is, that the 
rainbow is mentioned always in the singular 
number, which can apply only to the cause 
of its appearance, which is invariably the 
same; whereas there are as many rain- 


hows in the time of rain and the shining of | 





the sun as there are eyes, which see them - 
and they differ in their position the ims 
as the eyes which behold them. 

Thirdly, our objection is, that the rain. 
bow is proved to be the effect of a Natural 
cause, as we have before proved, i. ¢. by 
refraction and reflection as in an Hal. or 
circle about the sun and moon, or in the. 
bright spots, which are by the vulgar cali. 
ed sun dogs. There is likewise a hoy 
formed on the same principle, by the ship. 
ing of the moon on an opposite cloud of 
rain; but dim in proportion, as the beans 
of the moon are less resplendent thay 
those of the sun. Thus we have briefy 
treated of the uatural cause of the rainboy 
and the probability of its appearance be. 
fore as well as since the flood. 

The rainbow was appointed as a sigy 
or token that God weuld no more drown 
the whole earth with the waters of a flood ; 
and hence is a token of good to mankind, 
It ought to remind us of the security given 
by the Almighty, that there shall never 
more be a general destruction by water, 
and that full confidence is to be placed jn 
the divine promise. ; 

But it appears, likewise, to be a token of 
spiritual good ; because the throne of the 
most high is represented as being encom- 
passed with a rainbow. Rev. iv. 3. And 
there was a rainbow round about the 
throne. What can be signified by this 
bow, unless it be that universal good will 
to men, which the angels declared to be a 
truth from God, when Christ our Lord was 
born. Glory to God in the highest, and 
on earth peace, good will to men. Luke ii. 
14. In Rev. iv. 5, we are informed, that 
out of the throne proceeded lightnings and 
thunderings and voices.  Lighiniug and 
thundericgs betcken displeasure, severity, 
&c. It may be enquired how the lattei 
token can subsist with the former ? or how 
an expression of anger can be joined with 
that of good will? I would ask how lav 
and gospel cah. subsist together ? or how 
condemnation fa@m the Jaw and justifica- 
tion by the gospel can agree? They di 
agree for mercy and trath are met togeth- 
er; righteousness and peace have embra- 
ced each other. The law can never frus- 
trate grace 3 nor can grace ever reign to 
the injuy of the law. There may be light- 
nings and thunderings from the throne, and 
the same throne be encompassed with a 
rainbow. God can be just and yet justify: 





the disapprobation of God against allungodli- 


ness and unrighteousness of men, may be re- 
vealed from heaven, and yet a rainbow be 
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round about the throne. The taw wounds, | the evidences in support of this position 
that the gospel may heal; it condemns, | would give more general satisfaction. Ac- 
that the gospel may justify ; it kills, that| cordingly I have gone patiently through 
the gospel may make alive. The throne | them all; and, like those before them, they 
being encompassed with a rainbow, de-| are found entirely insufficient. Had not 
notes the superabounding of grace, and that | the former proposition been disproved, still 
where sin abounded, grace did much more | this one would be left unsupported. All 
abound. It denotes the, design of God, in| the evidence that has been brought by Mr. 
the restoration and forgiveness of sinful B.to prove that punishment for sin will be 
creatures: but if we abuse this token of, eternal, proves it to be for himselfas much 





mercy, let us remember that these are light- 
nings and thunderings and voices proceed- 
ing from the same throne, and that God will 
not hold him guiltless, that taketh his name 
in vain, or wilfully transgresseth his law. 
Eprror. 





For the Gospel Advocate. 
REVIEW OF 
- “A sermon on future punishment :— 
delivered at Cleaveland and Euclid, Ohio, 
on Lord’s Day, February 2d and 9th A. 
)). 1824. By Rev. Stephen I. Bradstreet, 
<1. M. Published by request. Cleaveland, 
pruued by Z. Willes, 1824.” pp. 31. 
( Concluded from page 238.) 

In my last 1 concluded my examination 
of Mi. b’s second proposition, and his evi- 
dences in its support. It will be recollec- 
ted that Mv. B's first proposition is, * There 
weil be a future state of punishment for the 
wicked.” ‘Vhis proposition Mr. B. suppor- 
ted uy ali the evidence and talentat his com- 
inaud; andI have given the whole a pa- 
tient investigation. Of this proposition Mr. 
b. says: “dfit is not established by evi- 
dence, there is time enough to reject it after 
a serious examination.” ‘This time has 
now arived: the examination has been 
had, and, as the reader has seen, Mr. B. 


|as for any one ofthe human race. All are 
included in those woes and calamities de- 
nounced against sin, for that all have sinned. 
| Mr. B. therefore proves more damnation 
than he is willing to admit. We see, then, 
that Mr. B. though the champion that was 
to put down Universalism, (for so many of 
his hearers at Cleaveland, &c. have declar- 
ed) is unable to prove that they will be es 
ternal punishment in a future state, or that 
there will be punishmeut there, even for a 
moment. Such being the case, I shall pass 
by a few passages of Mr. B’s sermon, de- 





! signed by the author to disprove Universal- 


ism. This I do because so long as Mr. B. 
and others are unable to prove the exis- 
tence of punishment, of any kind or sort, 
in a future state, it follows that they must 
admit Universal Salvation, or resort to the 
doctrine of annihilation. A single quota- 
tion from Mr. B’s 22d page, witha few re- 
marks, and some observations on the self- 
righteousness, &c. exhibited by Mr. B. in 
his closing pages, will therefore bring me to 
the conclusion of this review. 

At page 22, Mr. B. says: “It is said 
that it would be unjust to punish so small 
an evil as sin with eternal misery. In ane 
swer to this, let it be remarked, that no man 
can determine what punishment is due to 









fails to establish this horrible dectrine, in|sin, unless he knows all the motives which 
every individual point both of evidence and | give origin to human actions, is perfectly 
argument, What then shall be done ?- Why | acquainted with the whole system of divine 
“ it is time enough to reject it after a serious | government, and the injury done by every 
examination.” Such an one we have made, | sin, and knows ali the relations which crea- 
and the whole theory, with all its supports, ' tures sustaia to each other and to their cre- 
has been “ weighed in a balance and found | ator; unless, in fine, he can comprehend 
wanting.” Tbe doctrine of future punish-| an infinite God, and measure the evil of sin 
ment, then, in another state of existence, | by the character of him against whom it is 
stands disproved, and we therefore reject it| committed.” New, reader, look at this 
as an absurd invention of men, not taught’ picture! Mr. B. has labored throngh many 
in the Scriptures of truth. | a page, to prove that sin deserves and will 

The second proposition of Mr. B. is that | receive, endless punishment, aiid here he 
“ the future punishment of the wicked will tells us that no man can tell what it does de- 
be eternal.” As Mr. B. has failed to show | serve, “ unless he can comprehend an infi- 
that there will be any punishment after the ! nite God.” Mr. B. then, it we will take 
separation of soul and body, his second his word for it, can comprehend an infinite 
proposition, of course falls to the ground.,;God! This is his own story, and yet no 
But this position I did not see fit to assume, | man living does or can believe him! A fi- 
because I presumed that an examination of | nite being cannot comprehend infinity; and 
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therefore Mr. B’s zeal has led him to make 
2 statement which even his followers do not 


and cannot believe! Such is the effect of 


honest zeal, upon a heated imagination.— 
Common sense disclaims such arrogance, as 
does every. principle of christianity. 
The sclf-righteousness which Mr. Bb. 
exhibits so plentifully, in his closing re- 
marks, is a natural consequence of the doc- 
trine he believes 3 and it is but too com- 
mon to those who believe, with him, that 
some (and themselves among the numbe r) 
will be happy in a future state, while oth- 
ers will not. 1 never yet saw a man who 
firmly believed in endless punishment, and 
also believed that he, himself, should be 
one to suffer it. There are enough who 
believe in such punishment, but it is for 
their neig*bors, and not for themselves. 
They have repented ; or, if they have not, 
they are going to, in time to escape the pen- 
ality. So in the case of Mr. B. Near the 
close of his sermon, he works himself into 
a sighing and groaning state of mind, such 
as most if not ali of my readers are ac- 
cuainted with, when he sighs forth, (at 
page 30,) “ There is a world of eternal woe 
fur all who die unrenewed 3 and O how it 
thriils through my soul, and awakens the 
yearnings of compassion within, to see 
some of my audience every moment in dan- 
ger of eternal misery! Awake my fellow 
sinners, lest you fall under the wrath of an 
incensed God.” Now, how did this man 
know that some of his audience were in 
danger of eternal misery ? Such arrogance 
as this is very foreign from my ideas of re- 
ligion. Now mark the phraseology of Mr. 
8. * Awake, my fellow sinners, lest YOU 
fall under the wrath of an incensed God.” 
Mr. B. there cal!s himself a sinner, and a 
fellow sinner, with those who he says are 
in danger of eternal misery ; but still the 
“awake” is urged lest “ YOU,” i. e. m 
fellow sinners, not me, says Mr. B. * fall 
under the wrath of an incensed God.” [ow 
very like the man who went up into the 
temple to pray, and when there thanked 
God that he was not like other men !— 
Vhat use can there be in long groans, 
sighs and exclamation points, in a sermon ? 
And then the emphatic capital O ! to usher 
in cach long breath! Can these things 
convince ? No—nor are they intended for 
it, but only to frighten those who do think, 
aid cause them to omit thinking thereat- 
ter. To illustrate the subject, 1 will try 
a specimen of this species of argument up- 
on Mr. B. © O! Mr. B. how awfully dread- 
ful is your condition! O! do, do, flee from 





_ 
oe ee e+ eee Put .. 


the fatal error you have embraced! 
fly, instantly, fly to the truth! Let ther 
be no delay, for, O! the awful delusion i 
every moment taking deeper root iQ a 
mind! My fellow sinner, O! do flee t 
the truth, from the error of your ways.?__ 
Now reader, [ leave you to judge of the 
utility of such trash This is but a speci. 
men of what [ have just quoted from y, 
B’s. sermon. Let me ask the men who 
do think whether Mr. B. is likely to be eon. 
vinced by such declamation as this? ] 
think Mr. B. in an error, and £ have adop. 
ted his own mode of reclaiming him. Jy‘ 
likely that such a passage of rant will shoy 
him wherein he is wrong ? Surely not.— 
Such bombast and arrogance are but too 
common at the present day ; and they wil! 
doubtless continue so, until the good sense 
of the community shall banish them from 
the house of worship. 

From the passage I Jast quoted to thie 
end of his discourse, Mr. B's. self¥ight. 
eousness does not for a moment leave him, 
Iie runs on in the same declamatory man- 
ner quite to the end ; and scarce a line but 
contains the pronoun “ YOU.” — © Jesys 
is now before YOU"—“ come to him and 
eternal punishment will never have YOU;” 
** refuse to come one hour longer and YOU 
may be ingulphed in the pit of woe”— 
“beware how YOU reject the Saviour’— 
* YOU may treat this subject with light. 
ness now, &c. &e. but the time is approach- 
ing, When YOU will view this subject in a 
different light,” &c. What a string of 
thanking God, is here, for not being like 
other men! And then the spirit of proph- 
ecy has beenimparted to Mr. B. for he says, 
in a very threatening manner, “ the time 
is approaching when YOU will View this 
subject in a different light.” Now this 
language every reflecting man_ will con- 
demn, because all know that Mr. B. has no 
knowledge that be speaks the truth; no 
more knowledge upon the subject of future 
thoughts than other men. Why, then, do 
an audience give countenance to such 
threatcnings from a man like themseives . 
It strikes at the root of all freedom of tho’, 
on the part of those who receive it; and 1s, 
in tact, but a species of base electioncering; 
to scare people into the belief of a doctrine 
which evidence fails to support. Mr. bs: 
closing language is: “ The thunder 0 
God’s wrath is rolling xbove YOU, the 
bolts of vengeance about to strike on YOUR 
heads ; the flames of hell are flashing be- 
neath YOU, and seon to consume the flax- 
en covering on which YOU are sporting: 

















I 


flee O flee for YOUR lives, or YOU are 


undone forever!”  ‘Lhis, reader, is the 
close of Mr. B’s sermon; and it is called 
vreaching the gospel! Such rant was once 
taken for evidence by most people ; but 
that day is gone, and Mr. B. must bring 
some proof before he can have his views 
of the scriptures and of God received by 
. . ° ry 
men who do not believe with him. There 
are quite too many bare assertions in Mr. 
B’s. sermon, to be justified. One of his 
declarations in the above passage is, * The 
flames of hell are flashing beneath you ;” 
5 9 
and in another passage (page 24) he says: 
“ But those, who are unacquainted with the 
original languages, may rest assured that, 
generally, when the word hell occurs in the 


bible, the original word means future mise-- 


ry.” Now every half taught scholar knows 
that this assertion is not correct—that it is 
wide from the fact. There is not a single 
instance, in the whole bible, where either of 
the original words translated hell, means a 
place of future misery. Of these original 
words there are four, which our translators 
render hell, in different places, in the recei- 
ved version of the bible. The first is 
SHEOL, a Hebrew word, meaning the 
state of the dead, in general, without re- 
gard to their goodness or badness, happi- 
ness or misery. ‘This is often used in the 
old testament, and is translated pit, grave, 
and hell, in our bibles. In this hell all are 
put when they pass from this state of exist- 
ence. 

The following are a few of the passages 
where Sheol occurs, and the reader will 
readily see that it cannct mean a place of 
misery. Gen. xxxvii. 35, the patriarch Ja- 
cob says: “1 will go down to Sheol, to my 
son mourning.” Gen. xlii. 38, the same 
person says: * Ye will bring down my gray 
hairs with sorrow toSheol.” Jobsays: Chap. 


xvii. 13, If I wait, Sheolis mine house.”—. 
again enters npon a crusade against those 


And Chap. xiv. 13, he prays: Oh that thou 
wouldest hide me in Sheol.” David says, 
Psalm \xxxiii. 8, “ My life draweth nigh 


to Sheol.” Psalm xxx. 3, it is said—* O, 


Lord, thou hast brought up my soul from 
Sheol.” David says, Psalm xlix. 15, “ But 
God will-redeem my soul from the power 
of Sheol.” 


Did Jacob mean to say, I will go down | 
to the place of eternal misery, to my son_ 


mourning? Did Job mean to pray, “O 
that thou wouldest hide me in the place of 
eternal torment?” But enough: the texts 
here quoted are but a few of very many 
which might be brought, was not the mea- 
ning of Sheol too plain to be mistaken. 
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The next is Hades, which is the corres- 
ponding word in the new testament, to 
SHEOL in the old. It is the Greek word 
for SHEOL, and means the same thing. 
The third word is TARTARUS, which 
is used but once in the bibie, viz. 2d Peter, 
ii. 4. ‘This word, says Dr. Campuell, (who 
himself believed in endless hell) “ in the 
ordinary use of the Greek word, was com- 
prehended under Hades.” . This word, 
then, has no such meaning as our word hell 
is te made to bear. ‘There is but one word 
more, which is translated hell, and that is 
GEHENNA. This is a compound word, 


from the Hebrew ge hinnom, the valley of 


Hinnom, a place near Jerusalem, of which 
we hear first in the book of Joshua, xv. 8. 
The meaning of this word, then, is a cer- 
tain valley near Jerusalem. Even Dr. 
Campbell says the word was not used to 
denote a place of future punishment, in the 
old testament, and he is supported by the 
opinions of all who read that book. Let 
me ask, then, if we shall take the word of 
Mr. b. that it so means in the new testa- 
ment? Did the new testament writers 
take this word, and affix a new meaning to 
it, and still give no intimation of such mea- 
ning, although they were constantly using 
it to those Jews who understood Gehkenna 
just as it occurs in the old testament, where 
they daily read it? ‘This is impossible. It 
only meant that valley near Jerusalem, and 
so the Jews all understood it. But, says 
the reader, what then becomes of the end- 
less hell, spoken of in the bible? Where 
is it spoken of, reader? these four words 
are all that are ever translated hell, and 
you see that neither of these has such a 
meaning. Mr. B. then, is left to defend his 
declarations as best he may; and in tak- 
ing leave of him and his sermon, I cannot 
but express a wish that he would attentively 
consider this subject of “ hell’? before he 


who do not believe it exists as a place of fu- 
ture punishment. 4 now take my final leave 
of Mr. B. with feclings of commiseration for 
his delusion, and with a most earnest wish 
that by diligent examination he may arrive 
at the truth, and see the error of his opin- 
ions. 


REASON. 





To the Editor of the Gospel Advocate. 
Sir,—We often hear the Limitariay 
preachers, when addressing the throne ot 
Grace sav, “ Oh Lord hadst thou been just, 
in marking our iniquities against us, we 
should long ere this been in the grave with 
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the dead, and in hell with the damned !” 
is not this charging Jehovah with injustice, 
have they others sayeth the Lord to sup- 
port them. I have read the scriptures 
with more thanordinary attention, but have 
not been able to find any authority which 
enjoins upon or even authorises them thus 
to address a God of infinite justice. But 
inspiration says that “ God is a just God 
and Saviour ;” therefore the justice of God 
must require the reconciliation, obedience, 
praise and admiration of all men, and not 
the endless damnation of any. But should 
weadmit that the justice of God does re- 
quire the endless damnation of all men, 
can He upon strict principle of justice save 


even one man, if he can, 1 beg to know if 


he cannot upon the same principle of jus- 
tice, save the whole human family. Again, 
if no man can be saved consistently with 
the justice of God, but that God has devis- 
ed ways and means to save some of the 
human race in opposition to his infinite jus- 
tice, can he not in the same way, and by 
the same means save the whole? And ifhe 
is no respecter of persons, and the scrip- 
tures declare that he is not, is not the salva- 
tion of every son and daughter of Adam, as 
certain as the salvation of a part ? 

I should be highly gratified to be inform- 
ed by the Limitarians, if they expect to 
get to heaven in oppositicn to the justice of 
Almighty God, ifthey do, why they should 
doubt the success of others, or if they rely 
wholly on the merey and goodness of God 
for salvation, why are they disposed to 
brand others with the stale epithet of infi- 
dels, for relying on the goodness of the 
same infinite and impartial being for salva- 
tion that they do. What greater claim has 
one “hell deserving sinner,” in the mercy 
and goodness of Godthan another? I know 
that the ancient self righteous Pharisees 
boasted much of their goodness, and kon- 
estly believed their righteousness to be far 
more valuable than “filthy rags;” but 
modern Pharisees, in this enlightened age 
of the world, ought to judge men correctly, 
and not thank God as they did, that they 
are more righteous than their neighbors, 
and more deserving of heaven aad Gods 
favor than others are. He that humbleth 
himself shall be exalted, said the divine 
teacher and Saviour of all men. Your re- 
marks, sir, on this subject will be read with 
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ORTHODOX WIT. 
A religious anecdote has been circulated 
in the orthodox publications of the day 





which savors of the folly and weakness oj 
the opposers to God’s salvation. The sto. 
ry amounts to the following : 

A child discoursing with an adult person 
of “ The Children in the Woods,” (a fa. 
mous story,) asked, (the Universalist, of 
course,) where the children went when 
they diedr To heaven, was the teply.— 
Well, where did the wicken uncle go, when 
he died? To heaven, was the answer, 
Won't he kill the children again? askeg 
the child ! 

This is a pretty anecdote; it will bear 
an improvement. Where did Uriah the 
Hittite go, when he died ? ‘To heaven.— 
Where did David go, when he died? To 
heaven. What! They both go to heaven? 
Won’t David kill Uriah again ? 

Where did the poor Christians go, whom 
Saul of Tarsus (afterwards Paul,) persecu- 
ted? To heaven. Where did Paul go? 
To heaven. Won’t Paul persecute them 
again ? 

But, where did Servetus go, when he di- 
ed? Toleaven. Where did John Cal- 
vin, (his murderer) go? To heaven— 
Won’t Calvin roast Servetus again ? 

The lovers of orthodox wit, may answer 
the above interrogatories. 

From the Gospel Herald. 
POPULAR DECEPTION. 

A friend has requested a brief comment 
on Rom. xvi. 17, 18, stating that this pas- 
sage has been introduced to disprove the 
doctiine of God’s impartial goodness, & 
The passage reads as tollows—* Now I be- 
seech you, brethren, mark them which 
cause divisions and olfences contrary to the 
doctrine which ye have learned ; and avoid 
them. For they that are such serve not 
our Lord Jesus Christ, but their own belly: 
and by good words and fair speeches de- 
ceive the hearts of the simple.” 

The doctrine which Paul’s brethren 
learned, was the doctrine that “ God is the 
Saviour of all men,” &c. for Paul taught no 
other. The divisions and offences spoken 
of, were caused by a contrary doctrine, 
which teaches that God is not the Saviour 
of all men, but of only a part. Paul says, 
avoid them ; that is, such as cause divis- 
ions, &c. Paul adds, ‘ They that are 
such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but 
their own belly.” In other words, they 
serve for the “ loaves and the fishes,” as 
men in days of yore, went to follow Carist 
atCapernaum. “ And by good words and 
fair speeches deceive the hearts of the sim- 
ple. Good words and fair speeches! Like 
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Absalom of old, who stood in the gate, and 
kissed all who went to the rightful king, for 
judgment and justice, and said, “ O that I 
were made judge in the land, that every 
man which hath any suit or cause might 
come unto me, and LI would do him justice: 
so Absalom stole the hearts of the men of 
Israel,” by “ good words and fair speeches.” 
What a terrible king we have, but this Ab- 
salom, his word for it, isa very clever fel- 
low, he would render justice to every man, 
ifhe could. How aflectionate and kind he 
is, he isso fair, he even condescends to 
kiss us ; an excellent man this, far supe- 
rior to this old king of ours. 
“Good words”—Aye friends, I would 
save you, if I could, says the preacher.— 
‘“‘ Fair speeches”—*‘ I would spend and be 
spent to save only so much as one poor 
soul of you!”? Excellent man. His belly 
is served, and he is very kind. But God, 
he will make you miserable. O that I were 
judge ; I would save you. Thus they “ de- 
ceive the hearts of the simple,” Absalom 
like, and ride upon the backs of the peo- 
le. 
. These are the divisions and offences 
which are contrary to Paul’s doctrine— 
Therefore, avoid these modern Absaloms, 
who libel the King of Heaven, deny His 
love and goodness, and offer themselves as 
possessing more love, more kindness, more 
concern for the souls of the people. When 
I hear a man say, Sinners, you are in the 
hands of an angry God, who will make 
you endlessly wretched, O that I could save 
you, I would do so, and so, I hear a man 
who serves his own belly, “and by good 
words and fair speeches deceives the hearts 
of the simple.” 





From the Universalist Magazine. 
HIGH CALVINISM. 

A certain man in this vicinity, about 65 
years of age, of industrious habits—grave 
aspect—member of a Calvinistic church, 
and a very constant attendant on their wor- 
ship, on being told of the late alarming and 
uistressing fire in Boston, said, he was hear- 
tily glad of it; and, with much emphasis, 
repeatedly exclaimed,—he wished the whole 
city was burnt, and the Lord Mayor with 
it /adding, that they were as bad as Sodom ; 
and that He was no hypocrite! 

The iniquity of Sodom, we read, was 
“ pride, fullness of bread, and abundance 
of idleness.” Ez. xvi. 49. In point of 
pride, perhaps Boston may vie with ancient 
Sodom: as to fullness of bread,—- 
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we sincerely believe they have been more 
plentifuily fed than ever the Sodomites 
were ; and we are heartily glad of it. But 
every candid man who will look at the in- 
dustry, enterprise, and general improve- 
ments, going on in Boston, must be con- 
vinced, that the main body of the inhabi- 
taats are not justly charged with idleness. 
It is probable however, that nothing more 
was meant by Boston, being “as bad as 
Sodom,” chan the general prevalence of 
liberal sentiments among them; which the 
flaming professor had been constantly 
taught to consider as “ damnable heresies.” 
This grave Calvinist has always been 
considered sane, though we might charita- 
bly consider him otherwise. He has been 
distinguished as a praying man, ard at one 
time, at least, complimenied as having 
“ made a wonderful prayer.” The won- 
derful wish, concerning Boston, brings to 
mind the flames in which the amiable Ser- 
vetus expired. Could this high Calvinist 
arrive at the heaven to which he aspires, 
we may well suppose his felic'ty would be 
considerably augmented, cvuld he be iti- 
dulged with the privilege of looking down 
and beholding the greatest part of his fel- 
low immortals actually suffering eternal 
unmerciful torments ! Behold the awful 
effects of erroneous teaching, and abomina- 
ble principles ! ! K. 
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The following is an extract of a communi- 
cation, published in the Universalist Ma- 
‘ . 
gazine, over the signature of Maxcus. 


“JT have sometimes fancied the solemn 
process passing before my eyes; and al- 
most imagined that I could hear the sever- 
al pleas with which our professors would 
attempt to recommend themselves to a 
place on the right hand. Here comes one, 
who notwithstanding his downcast looks, is 
confident of a favorable reception ;—let us 
hear the reasons of his hope. ‘ Ah, I am 
a poor, unworthy creature ; but I think I 
can say, [ have knuwn what religion is. I 
hope I have done something according to 
my small ability, for the prosperity of Zion; 
I have exerted my feeble powers in the 
great cause of missions, and contributed my 
mite to aid in the salvation of the wretched 
heathen. I feel to rejoice in the glorious 
work that is going on; and want to devote 
myseli to it, more and more, every day that 
I five.” What answer would the Judge 
return ? Would he not say, “ thou blind 
anid miserable creature! have I not told 
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make one proselyte ? 


recommendation ? Go, take thy place on 
the left. Thou hast relieved no distress, 
thou hast fed none of the hungry, and cloth- 
ed none of the naked ; and inasmuch as 
thou hast not done this to thy fellow men, 
thou hast not done it unto me.” 

“ But here comes one of whom our Sav- 
iour spake. 
the synagogues and in the corners of the 
Hiis.seligion is all prayer and ex- 
hortation. Good Lord, how have I heard 
ui extolled for his piety! ‘Though now 

é then he pulls down a widow’s house, 

some poor man in his talons, yet 

‘) getting wp reformations for 

id, and eloquent in exhort- 

) yeoent and flee from the 

: (error-strieken female 

je athis dreadful denun- 

the moralist 3 and* boys 

i tat (xed in their souls,when 

fhe necessity of a holy life, and 

oi celigion. | almost fancy that 

ic ec him appearing before his Lord 

i mmphat exultation 5 but when he is 

requived to show his merey rather than his 

ritice, and his deeds instead of his noise, 

~—alas, he has them not to produce, and he 
goes to his own place. 

* With what other recommendations 
would this vast crowd present themselves ? 
One brings his experience which he had 
fourteen years and six months ago, this 
day; another pleads certain very comfort. 
able feclings, with which he has been blest, 
from time to time 3 and a third, more favor- 
ed than all, can relate his wonderful vis- 
ions of the Lord and of the devil, of heav- 
en and of hell. But how few could say 
that it had ever entered their minds that 
the spirit of religion was charity or benev- 
olence, and that its great, important duties 
were those of kindness and sympathy !— 
How few, among the whole host of profes- 
sors, could say that they had even attempt- 
ed to imitate the example of him, © who 
weot about, doing good,” who pitied and 
comimiserated the sufferings of all the sons 
and daughters of affliction, who had no es- 
tablished ceremonies to perform, who loved 
the whole world, and condescended to fa- 
miliarity with publicans and sinners, tho’ 
he called the pro 4 and biggotted phara- 
sees by their right names—hypocrites ! 
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Trust in the Lord with all thine heart. 


Ie loves to pray standing in | 
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Have I not caution- 
ed thee against this very character ? And 
is it not enough that thou hast done this 
foolish thing, but must bring it here as thy 
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Missionaries.—It is stated ina lenin. 
Baptist paper, that 1000 Churches of that 
denomination are without pastors. It js a]. 
so said on other authority, that the Uniteg 
States need 7000 preachers at the present 
time. Admitting the propriety of this sort 
of preaching, where is the wisdom of send. 
ing Missionaries to the world’s end, for we 
know not what, at an enormous expense,— 
The Serampore mission has now cost little 
more or less than Fifty Thousand Dollars, 
which amotnts to TEN THOUSAND 
DOLLARS each Missionary ; and wha 
have they done? Are they not a constan 
expense on this side the water? In the 
course of Twenty years, surely their nume- 
rous converts ought to support five self-de- 
nying missionaries, which are all now left, 
by Mr. Ward’s account. O shame, where 
isthy blush. The prophets prophecy lies, 
and the priests bear rule through thei: 
means, and my people love to have it so.— 


Religious Inquirer. 





He who grounds his faith from the au- 
thority of others, and then studies only for 
confirmation, seeks not the truth by the 
light of truth, and therefore is ever liable to 
embrace falsehood ; and should he be so 
very fortunate as to embrace the truth, in 
him is no virtue. 

\? To Correspondents.—The comius 
nication of “ Mica” is received. The cir- 
cumstances to which he alludes, respecting 
a Mr. Brown, a clergyman, should be en- 
quired into 5 but “ Mica’ cannot expect us 
to run the hazzard of injuring an innocent 
man, by publishing his communication. li 
“ Mica” will give us the christian name of 
Mr. Brown, together with a suitable reffer- 
ence, that shall.enable us to identify the 
person, and substantiate the charges alledg- 
ed against him, the subject shall receive 
farther notice. It is proper to remark, that 
in a case like this, “ Mica’s” real name 
must accompany any turther communica: 
tion. 

Xs Notice.—Br. Everett will deliver 
the customary disccurses at the house ol 
worship on Synday next. This notice Is 
given to prevent any misunderstanding oF 
account of his contemplated visit to Ohio. 
Service will commen¢e at the usual hours. 
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